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Summary of the lesson from Father Jonathan:

Galatian's final exhortations toward Christian community life, at first glance, might seem
merely practical advice, but what Paul has to say about freedom in community is inextricable
from his message about the gospel. In life together, we show the world what it means to be

truly free.

We are looking at a final theme that comes up in the last two chapters of Galatians. How does the Gospel
transform Christian community? What does a community of persons freed by the Gospel look like?

Community is a central theme in many of Paul’s letters (all except Titus & Timothy). They were meant to be read
aloud to whole communities at a time. Paul often has a lot to say about how communities should behave together
and treat one another. To Paul, his understanding of how a community functions is CENTRAL to his understanding
of the Gospel (it is THEOLOGY - not just practical advice.)

Richard Hays

What is God doing in the interval between the resurrection and Christ's return? According to
Paul, God is at work through the Spirit to create communities that prefigure and embody the
reconciliation and healing of this world.

Community is central for Paul because God is at work by the Spirit and this is part of the Good News of what God
is doing in creating communities that embody his work.

Galatians (like many of his letters) ends with a discussion of the Christian community - how they behave toward
one another. This isn’t an afterthought — it is part of the Good News of Christian freedom.

A FREE COMMUNITY

TWO OBSERVATIONS: Community is both NON-COMPETITVE and filled with people that are MUTUALLY
DEPENDANT on each other.

#1: FREEDOM MEANS A NON-COMPETITIVE COMMUNITY
Note the social context Paul lived in. Roman society was obsessed with acquiring and maintaining honor.

Cicero

By nature we yearn and hunger for honor, and once we have glimpsed, as it were, some part of
its radiance, there is nothing we are not prepared to bear and to suffer in order to secure it.




This resulted in a highly competitive society. There was a constant struggle to assert and defend one’s public
reputation. A philosopher named Seneca said that this love of honor was not only true for the aristocratic class
but even for Roman slaves! This produced conflict.

This is not too different from our own culture. Identity is often based on success. Success is often measured on
how we compare ourselves to others — wanting to be “better than” others in a certain area of identity.

Cicero — Young Roman boys would compete and struggle to gain honor and approval for others.

Then and now, competition is bred into the heart of the educational system.

Wendell Berry

"'Up'is the direction from small to big. Education is the way up. The popular aim of education is
to put everybody 'on top.' Well, | think | hardly need to document the consequent pushing and
trampling and kicking in the face."

This is similar to Paul’s description of people who are driven by the desires of the flesh.

Galatians 5:19-21

"Now the works of the flesh are evident... enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries,
dissensions, divisions, envy..."

A description of a society driven by competition, viewing others as threats to honor or status.

The Good News of Paul’s Gospel is that Christians have been liberated from this competitive struggle. You don’t
have to fight to assert your worth. Who you are is already guaranteed! It is based on your UNION with CHRIST.

Paul points out that Christians express this freedom by behaving and living in a very different way with one
another. They are not proud or envious of one another.

Galatians 5:26

“Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another."

Paul describes a community of people that are peaceful, patient, and kind with one another. Looking out for the
interests of those around them.

Galatians 6:10

"So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are
of the faith."

This is not how Roman society worked. No Roman thought they ought to do good just for the sake of the other
person. Certainly not to those in a lower class from themselves. Christians are to live in a different way as free
people.

The first sign that the gospel has taken root is that a community of people are doing good to one another in love.



#2: FREEDOM MEANS DEPENDENCE ON ONE ANOTHER
Strange — freedom usually means “independence”; this is a call to radical “dependence” on one another.

Galatians 5:13

"For you were called to freedom. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh,
but become slaves to one another through love."

Means not just serving one another but to be DEPENDENT on another’s service.

Galatians 6:1-3

"If anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of
gentleness... Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ."

This is a remarkable summary of Paul’s vision of what a truly free Christian community looks like. No one is self-
sufficient. All are mutually dependent as they bear each other’s burdens. In other letters, Paul uses the metaphor
of a body with different parts working together.

Examples:

Spiritual Lives — rescuing each other from sin after falling into transgressions
Times of Need — teaching and ministering to one another

Basic Material Needs — taking care of one another

Galatians 6:6

"One who is taught the word must share all good things with the one who teaches."

Share material resources to free up some in the community to have time to study and be teachers.

Below is another example of giving generously (Paul exhorting the Corinthians to support the church in
Jerusalem):

2 Corinthians 8:13-14

"For | do not mean that others should be eased and you burdened, but that as a matter of
fairness your abundance at the present time should supply their need, so that their abundance
may supply your need, that there may be fairness."

This is what Christian community looks like when put into practice. It’s a society of people who depend on each
other. People who bear one another’s burdens and share each other’s needs. This is what the Gospel both
commands and directs us to do and what it frees and enables us to do.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer (Life Together)

"Christians are obliged to bear with and suffer one another; but what is more important, now
by virtue of the law of Christ having been fulfilled, they are also able to bear one another."




It is a difficult thing to take responsibility for the needs of others.

It is also a difficult thing to burden others around us with our own needs.

=) (Father Jonathan shares a story about when he and his wife had to be willing to burden others as a need
arose. They tried to be independent but were encouraged to allow others to serve them.)

Accepting help can grate against our self-reliance. But it helps us to learn in a practical sense what it means to live
in a community defined by this Gospel of freedom.

The Christian community is one that has been freed by the Gospel. And, because of that, we are not competitive
with one another. Our worth is not at stake. We have been freed to bear with one another and to burden one
another with our needs.

This is the Good News of Christian freedom. This is what is at stake for Paul as he is writing to the Galatians. Will
you receive this freedom that comes through the gift of Christ? Will you demonstrate that freedom by serving one
another and depending on one another. That is what Paul is asking of the Galatians. And that is what he is asking
of us today.



