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Lesson Summary 
In this session, we continue discussing a theme that was explored in session 2: how Paul’s gospel of Christian 
freedom impacts the subject of identity. The question of identity—who am I and what defines me?—is one of the 
most fundamental questions of our lives and is central to our daily experience. And this is not new. It was a 
fundamental question for Christians in Galatia as well, which is why Paul dedicates so much attention to it. The 
answer that Paul gives to this question, for Christians, is this: you are “sons of God” because, by faith, you have 
become united with Christ and now share in his identity and relationship to the Father. The question for us is: 
how do we live into this identity? How does it transform the way that we think about ourselves and the way that 
we live? 
 
This lesson - Paul’s positive account of who we are in light of the Gospel 
Who you are is one of the most fundamental question we ask; affects day to day experience 
 
Oprah quote:  
“Your real job on earth is to become more of who you really are. To live to the highest degree what is pure, what is 
honest, what is natural, what feels like the real you. Anything less is a faked life. You’re fulfilling your mission and 
purpose on earth when you honor the real you.“ 
 
Sounds great! But it is not freeing or liberating. Who you are – riddled with crises and anxieties 
We have anxiety about how we are seen and how we see ourselves. 
 
Paul has good news about this! The Gospel has something to say about who you are; what it says is freeing! 
 
THE FREEDOM OF SONS 
 
Gal. 3:23-24 “Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would 
be revealed. So then, the law was our guardian (paidagogos) until Christ came.” 
 
Paul describes to the Galatians what their condition was prior to Christ. He describes it as “under the law” and 
one of oppression. They were held captive. The Greek word used for “guardian” is one that would describe the 
slave who watched over the child of a wealthy Roman citizen. The child is not truly free till adulthood.  
 
Gal. 4:1-3 “I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave … under guardians and 
managers … In the same way, we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the 
world.” 
 
Paul’s Good News here is focused on the condition of freedom. He contrasted it with what their life was like 
before Christ – a slavery of sorts, like a child with a guardian. He is saying this is true of all Christians, regardless of 
whether they were Jews or not. They were enslaved to the “elementary principles of the world.” 
 
What does this phrase mean? Ancient Greeks use this term to refer to basic elements like fire, wind, water, and 
earth. Paul also connects them (in 4:8) to demonic powers; things that are not gods but held us under slavery.  
 
Paul is trying to help the Galatians recognize that their experience before Christ was one of bondage and 
oppression. He compares that now to what has changed once Christ came and they have been liberated by faith.  
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SONS OF GOD 
Gal. 3:26 “But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of 
God through faith.” 
 
Something has changed. Now you are free! Why? Something has changed about who you are. You are “sons of 
God.” Why that term? It is mildly embarrassing that he didn’t say sons and daughters. We wish he was less gender 
specific. But Paul avoids references to infants or children, even though he has used these terms before (4:3; 4:28; 
Acts 17).  
 
Paul uses the term “sons of God” because he is trying to convey something very particular.  
 
Galatians 3:27 “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” 
 
Like in 3:26, Paul is thinking of the question of identity – of who you are. He uses the verb to “put on” Christ, a 
word that could refer to putting on clothing. Clothing shows who you are to people around you. Christians have 
put on a new identity. Who you are has changed. 
 
But this verse gives us a clue as to why Paul uses the word “son” and not a word for children. The new identity 
is actually a person – CHRIST himself! 
 
Grant Macaskill: “The point is simple: baptism signifies that the Christian life involves donning the identity of 
someone else and not simply improving our own. What we clothe ourselves with is not a new set of attitudes or 
practices but another person, Jesus Christ.” 
 
NOTE: This new identity is not an identity of “the person you are supposed to become.” What he is saying is far 
more profound! Those of you who have been baptized into Christ – this is who you already are.  
 
In other places, Paul does use the imagery of putting on Christ as an exhortation (Romans 13:14). He does say that 
Christians should put on Christ by adopting the attitudes and behaviors of Christ. But he doesn’t suggest that is 
how Christians become who they are. All throughout his letters, Paul is consistent in saying that we need to 
recognize who it is we already are and therefore live into that.  
 
This is where freedom comes for a Christian. Knowing who you are on a deep level. If you are baptized, if you have 
received the gift of Christ through faith, then who you are is not based on what you can do BUT who Jesus is.  
 
Like Oprah said! We are to become more of “who you really are.” She probably didn’t understand how deeply 
true that statement is – at least for Christians. Your real job on earth is not to become a person who you are not 
yet. It is to become who you really are; and who you really are is determined by who Christ is.  
 
PRAYER 
The first way we live are to live into our new identity is through prayer. This is how we live into our new freedom.  
 
Galatians 4:6 “And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’” 
 
Christian prayer is a shocking thing. The fact that we have received a share in the Spirit of Christ himself means 
that we actually share in His relationship to the Father.  
 
Robert Jensen: “Christian prayer is ‘piggy-backing’ on the prayer of Jesus.” 
 



Rowan Williams: “Some kinds of instruction in prayer used to say, at the beginning, ‘Put yourself in the presence of 
God.’ But I often wonder whether it would be more helpful to say, ‘Put yourself in the place of Jesus.’ It sounds 
appallingly ambitious, even presumptuous, but that is actually what the New Testament suggests we do.” 
 
This is what Paul suggests you do! You are clothed with Christ. You have been put in the place of Jesus by 
receiving His spirit and access to the Father.  
 
Paul’s concern is that he thinks the Galatians are denying this fundamental truth. They are identifying themselves 
in different ways instead of recognizing that who they are is determined by who Christ is.  
 
Paul says this is an abandonment of the Gospel and is a tragedy. It is a retreat from freedom. It returns to an 
identity that is nothing more than bondage.  
 
Christians face this temptation today – to define ourselves in all sorts of other ways. We need to hear Paul’s 
message once again about who you really are. You are baptized. You are clothed in Christ. You share Jesus’ 
relationship to God. That is the Good News of Christian freedom!  
 
 


