“Teacher”

In his famous book “Mere Christianity,” C.S. Lewis
poses an argument that has since been repeated
many times over. He's talking about Jesus and
about all the things Jesus said about himself,
about how he had authority to forgive sins. About
how he always existed. About how he is going to
come to judge the world at the end of time. Things
like that.

And after calling attention to some of these very
lofty claims, Lewis then makes his point:

was people who didn't really care for Jesus who
were trying to trap him in what he was saying. You
often see this with the scribes and the Pharisees.
Like in Luke 10, when a lawyer - that's Luke's word
for a scribe - comes to Jesus and says:

Teacher, what shall | do to inherit eternal life?
(Luke 10:25)

Or in Matthew, when the Pharisees approach him
with a question and they say:

I am trying here to prevent anyone
saying the really foolish thing that
people often say about him: ‘I'm
ready to accept Jesus as a great \ »
moral teacher, but | don't accept (/, :
his claim to be God.’ (C.S. Lewis)

Teacher, we know that you are true and teach
the way of God truthfully, and you do not care
about anyone's opinion, for you are not
swayed by appearances. Tell us then, what
you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or
not? (Matthew 22:16-17)

Jesus never claimed to be just a moral teacher,
Lewis was saying. He claimed to be God, and if he
was wrong about that, then he was either a lunatic
or he was as arrogant, as proud as the devil
himself.

You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him
and kill him as a demon; or you can fall at his feet
and call him Lord and God. But let us not come
with any patronizing nonsense about his being a
great human teacher. (C.S. Lewis)

Lewis's point is a good one. Jesus was no mere
teacher. He was much more than that. He is Lord.
He is God. He is our Savior. But - and this is an
important but - but just because he's not just a
teacher doesn't mean that he's not a teacher.

Quite the contrary. Jesus isn't just a teacher. He's
THE teacher. The teacher that we need more than
any other. The greatest teacher that ever lived. And
during his lifetime. That's exactly how many
people experienced him - as a teacher.

You could see this when you read the New
Testament Gospels. When people first met Jesus,
that was often the thing that initially struck them
about him. It's what they called him. Sometimes it

The whole thing's a sham, of course. They're just
trying to bait him by getting him to answer a
question that they know - no matter how he
answers - that he'll offend at least some of the
crowd. Still, even though they don't like him, they
realize that Jesus is a teacher.

And it's not just his opponents. Many others call
him teacher as well, from people who are meeting
him for the first time to those who are his closest
followers. In Mark 9, a man brings his son to Jesus,
begging for Jesus to release his son from demonic
possession. But when he approaches him, he
doesn't call Jesus a miracle worker, or a magician
or even Savior. He calls him teacher. He says:

Teacher, | brought my son to you...
(Mark 9:17)

Likewise, John says that when Jesus first met
some of his disciples, the ones who would go on
to spend three years following him, everywhere he
went, he asked them, what are you seeking? And
how did they respond?

And they said to him, ‘Rabbi’ (which means
Teacher), ‘where are you staying?’(John 1:38)
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And much later, after the disciples have been with
him for some time, this is still how they address
him. John, for instance, at one point says:

Teacher, we saw someone casting out
demons in your name, and we tried to stop
him, because he was not following us.
(Mark 9:38)

But teacherisn't just a title for Jesus. It's also a
description of what he most often is doing in his
public ministry. He teaches!

e Heteaches his closest followers

e Heteaches large crowds

e Heteachesin synagogues

e Heteaches on lakeshores and on hilltops
and village squares and private homes

Everywhere Jesus goes, he's teaching.

Sometimes he teaches by way of interpreting the
scriptures. It's often what he's doing in his
interactions with Pharisees and scribes.

It's also much of what he does in his "Sermon on
the Mount," where he is teaching us the true
meaning of the Mosaic Law. Sometimes he
teaches by way of simple maxims like when he
says:

e Judge not, lest ye be judged.

e Do unto others as you would have them do
unto you.

e \Whoever is without sin, let him cast the
first stone.

But much of the time the teachings of Jesus come
in the form of parables. All those many stories that
he told to convey something true. And many times
something startling or unexpected about the ways
of God and how to live in his world.

And people listen to Jesus. They hung on his every
word. They changed the way that they were living.
They changed what they wanted, what they hoped
for. Based on the things that he said to them.
Because that's what disciples do.

In fact, that's what it means to be a disciple. To be
a disciple is to be a student. To be a follower of
Jesus, therefore, is to be someone who listens to
and who obeys his teaching. Ancient Jews would
have understood this well because they were
familiar with rabbis, and with what it meant to be a
rabbi's disciple, someone devoted to doing what
their rabbi told them. To learning how to think
about life the way that their rabbi thinks about life.
To being as faithful of a student as they could be to
their teacher. Ancient Jews understood that.

But I'm not sure that we really do. The Christian
philosopher Dallas Willard wrote a great book
about Jesus' teaching and how to follow Jesus'
teaching. And in the introduction to that book, he
observed that while many people, Christians
included, admire Jesus, and indeed many worship
him and depend on him for their salvation, it is
much rarer to find people who take Jesus seriously
as a teacher, as someone who has crucial insights
for how we should live our lives here and now. Very
few people today, Willard says, find Jesus
interesting as a person of vital relevance to the
course of their actual lives.

He is not generally regarded as a real life
personality who deals with real life issues but
is thought to be concerned with some
feathery realm other than the one we must
deal with, and must deal with -
now. And frankly, he is not
taken to be a person of much
ability. (Dallas Willard)

Teachers must be people who know what they're
talking about. Students have to believe that their
teachers are worth listening to, whether it's your
parents or your school teachers when you're
young, or maybe a professor or some kind of
professional mentor as you grow older. Or simply
someone you look to for advice. Our teachers are
the people that we think know what they're talking
about. And yet, as much as we might admire and
even adore Jesus, Willard says, that's often not
how we think about him.
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But it should be, shouldn't it? After all, Jesus
wasn't just some wise Jewish rabbi. He's the very
creator of the world.

Matthew, he talks about the difference between a
wise person and a fool, between an intelligent
person, we might say, and an idiot. He says:

For by him all things were created, in heaven
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities -
all things were created through him and for
him. (Colossians 1:16)

R/

% What scientists better understand the
structure of the universe, or the molecular
composition of the human body, than
Jesus, the one who designed it in the first
place?

“ What historian has a better grasp of the
course of history, or of the consequences
of political decisions than the Lord of
history himself?

% Who can give you better advice on how to

handle your money, or your time, or how to

plan for the future, or how to respond to
disappointment or loss than Jesus, the one
who is the embodiment of God's own
wisdom.

Jesus is not just capable. He's not just smart.
Jesus, as Willard goes on to say, Jesus is the
smartest man that ever lived.

Everyone who hears these words of mine and
does them will be like a wise man who built
his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and
the floods came, and the winds blew and beat
upon that house, but it did not fall, because it
had been founded on the rock. And whoever
hears these words of mine and does not do
them will be like a foolish man who built his
house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the
floods came, and the winds blew and beat
against that house, and it fell, and great was
the fall of it. (Matthew 7:24-27)

Can we seriously imagine that Jesus could be
Lord if he were not smart? If he were divine,
would he be dumb? Or uninformed? Once you
stop to think about it, how could he be what
we take him to be in all other respects, and
not be the best-informed and most intelligent
person of all, the smartest person that ever
lived? (Dallas Willard)

If Jesus is the smartest person that ever lived. If he
really is who the Bible says that he is, then we
would be crazy - foolish - not to pay attention to
every word that he said and to follow his
instructions as best as we possibly can.

In fact, Jesus Himself said as much at the end of
the Sermon on the Mount in the Gospel of

Our lives - your life, my life - our lives are like those
houses. And we build them by making decisions -
day after day. And the decisions that we make are
good or bad, depending on whose advice or
whose example we're following.

All of this reminds me of a scene from the show
"The Office." At one point, the office manager,
Michael, is talking to his assistant, Dwight, and he
asks him, what's the most inspiring thing that |
ever said to you? And without any hesitation,

Dwight responds, "Don't be an idiot. Changed my
life! Whenever I'm about to do something, | think,
would an idiot do that? And if they would, | do not
do that thing."

Asridiculous as the whole exchange is, it
illustrates two things:
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First, Dwight really does listen to Michael and
follows his advice.

And second, Dwight doesn't want to be a fool. He
doesn't want to be an idiot.

| wonder how often | am actually this self-aware.
Jesus says that the people who are idiots are the
people who hear his words, but then don't actually
try to follow them in their daily life.

Perhaps in this sense, | and you too could learn a
lesson from Dwight. Perhaps we would make
better decisions, build a better house, if before we
respond, before we make a decision, we stop and
we ask ourselves:

Is what | am about to do the actions of someone
who knows what Jesus says butisn't really
paying attention?

And if the answer is yes, then we do NOT do that
thing.

Because while C.S. Lewis was right in saying that
Jesus wasn't merely a teacher, the truth is that
Jesus WAS and IS a teacher, the greatest teacher
of all time, the smartest man that ever lived, the
one whose words are like a firm rock that you can
build your life upon.
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